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What are we getting for $1 billion*?
 Less than nothing.

What every Portland resident needs to know about our water system

• Cryptosporidium, the supposed reason for this 
massive rebuilding of our water system, is a red 
herring. A catastrophic sewage event in Milwaukee, 
Wisc.,—the rationale for requiring Cryptosporidium 
treatment—was caused by raw sewage in the 
drinking water, not Cryptosporidium. 

• No unfiltered water system has had a public 
health problem from Cryptosporidium. There are 
and have been no microbial or chemical microbial 
public health problems from open reservoirs.

• New federal regulations requiring covered 
reservoirs will actually decrease our water quality 
by adding toxins and carcinogens such as Radon 
and ethers. Closed and covered reservoirs have 
EPA-documented public health problems, such as 
deaths from microorganisms. 

• EPA regulation is flawed and scientifically 
unsupported because of poor methodologies.

• City of Portland Bull Run Treatment Panel in 
2002 found that added treatment will show no 
measurable public health benefit. In 2004, the 
independent review panel found no need or public 
health benefit to eliminate open reservoirs.

• Portland water bills, which have already jumped 
34 percent in the last two years, will double in less 
than five years.

* Based on Portland Water Bureau “engineer estimates” plus 
associated debt service, which doubles the cost.

TOWN HALL ON OUR WATER SYSTEM
A presentation by microbiologist Scott Fernandez, a member of the Portland Public Utility Review Board 2001-2008, 

and community discussion on the future of the Bull Run drinking water system changes, 
public health concerns from EPA water regulations, solution to EPA water impact, and future actions.

Saturday - November 20, 10AM - Noon
Eliot Center at First Unitarian Church

1034 SW 13th Ave., Downtown Portland
Entrance on Salmon Street, north side of building 

Scott Fernandez, at the upper reservoir at Washington Park, 
believes there is no reason to take Portland’s open reservoirs 
out of commission and replace them with expensive underground 
reservoirs. The boys on the steps are Ethan Salinsky, Henry 
Temple and Michael Aaby, all fifth-graders at Chapman School.
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