Brooklyn
NEIGHBORHOODNEWS
September/October 2020

ICE CREAM
SOCIAL IN THE PARK
CANCELLED after 20 years, due to Covid 19.
See you next year!

Equity and Social Justice Committee
In response to the recent local, state and national movement to examine and address how racial injustice shapes
our community, the Brooklyn Action Corps has formed a
new Equity and Social Justice Committee. Meetings are bimonthly on Sundays (over Zoom, for now) and are open
to all.
If you are interested in joining the committee, attending a meeting, or have any questions or comments, please
contact the committee at socialjustice@brooklynneighborhood.org.
Be sure to follow the new Instagram
@brooklynneighborhoodpdx, and find a list of local
racial justice resources on the BAC website
(www.brooklyn-neighborhood.org) under the “Resources” tab.
"Él Brooklyn Action Corps han formado un comité
nueva de la equidad y justiciar social. Él comité está abierto a miembros nuevos. Para más información en
Español visite nuestra Instagram, @brooklynneighborhoodpdx. Cuídate y muchas gracias."

Brooklyn Neighborhood Virtual General Meeting
Wednesday, September 23, 2020, 7 pm
Updates on Issues concerning:
* River Plan/South Reach
* Land Use & Transportation
* Equity and Social Justice
* Schools and other COVID updates

Check out the Brooklyn website for this newsletter in full color and latest updates.
brooklyn-neighborhood.org

The Aladdin Theater

Calendar of Events

This is the second of a series of regular features spotlighting the history and
architecture of the Brooklyn neighborhood by architectural historian and
BAC Board Meeting
Brooklyn resident, Eric Wheeler.
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2020
Virtual Meeting, 7 pm
The Aladdin Theater is perhaps the best known building in the Brooklyn
neighborhood.
Sometimes I get a quizzical look when I tell people that I live
Brooklyn General Meeting
in
Brooklyn…and
then I say not far from the Aladdin Theater! This
Wednesday, September 23, 2020
architectural
landmark
displays a Spanish Colonial Revival style with the
Virtual Meeting, 7 pm
red tile roof and pastel stucco exterior; a very popular style seen in many
BAC Board Meeting
‘movie palaces’ from the 1920s. Built as a vaudeville theater by Ike Geller in
Wednesday, October 14, 2020
1927, it played host to the likes of Jack Benny and many other performers
Virtual Meeting, 7 pm
of the era. In 1934, it was converted to a movie house and rebranded “The
Aladdin Theater.” By the 1970s, the Aladdin was showing porno films, most
Neighborhood Clean Up Day
notably “Deep Throat” with the longest run in the city of that period classic.
Cancelled
In 1990, the Unis family purchased the building and established the
Aladdin as one of the most popular music venues in Portland. The
restoration of the exterior and interior of the 600 seat theater, and the conversion of the adjacent commercial space
into the “Lamp” bar and restaurant, created a busy urban vibe at the intersection of SE Milwaukie and Powell Blvd.
Issac “Ike” Geller (1893-1976), born in Russia, moved to Portland in his early years. He lived in NE Portland and
opened the now razed Walnut Park Theater. The success of that NE Portland theater encouraged him to build and
operate the Geller Theater. However, by 1934, in the depths of the Depression, Geller turned over management to
a new owner who re-named the theater “The Aladdin.”

Interior of Geller Theatre

Aladdin Theater in August

Geller Theatre in 1927

Friends of Brooklyn Park Summer Youth Program
is Ready for Next Summer
by Ben Tarne
Due to the pandemic we were not allowed to have the youth program at the park. We are
looking to the future and keep working to provide a safe, engaging, active park program
for as long as the community wants one. The summer youth program is a free 4 days per
week drop-in and has been a part of the Brooklyn community for over 40 years.
The Winter Gala kicked off a great start for raising funds for the program. Though the rest of our events were
cancelled, this has not deterred your continued support for the program. Many community members have made
donations and many have participated in the BottleDrop program. You have raised nearly $3500 from your cans and
bottles. We are humbled by the generosity of our local businesses, artists, community members and foundations.
Even though we are not able to have the program in 2020, you have still made it a success for the future.

New Pedestrian and Bike Bridge Nears Completion
by Thomas Scharff
The Gideon Overcrossing pedestrian and bike bridge, an overpass
safety project immediately north of the Brooklyn neighborhood, is a
joint project between TriMet and the Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT). The bridge, located near the Clinton St/SE 12th MAX
station, will extend over all the sets of railroad tracks belonging to
both the Union Pacific Railroad and TriMet’s MAX Orange Line. The
Gideon Overcrossing is part of the MAX Orange Line project, and it
will provide a key connection between the Brooklyn and HosfordAbernethy neighborhoods. The bridge and safety project will link
Southeast Gideon at 13th Place to Southeast 14th Avenue.

Photos courtesy of Cheryl Crowe

Pedestrians and cyclists will be able to choose between using a glass-enclosed elevator or stairway (with bike gutters) at both ends of the bridge.
Wheelchairs, other mobility devices and people with strollers will also
find plenty of room inside the lifts. The construction process has required some heavy lifting, including the use of a 155-foot boom crane to
lift the main span into place. Crews are now beginning to install the
elevators. The overall cost of the project is expected to be on budget at
about $15 million. We anticipate the bridge will open to the public by
late fall 2020. When it is complete, the bridge will be owned and operated by the City of Portland.
For additional project information, please visit trimet.org/bettertransit/gideonovercrossing or contact TriMet
Community Affairs at 503-962-2150.

Thank you, Michael O’Connor
Mike recently retired from the BAC Board. After 11 years of service, he
felt that he should give others a chance to participate in the neighborhood.
For his many years of service to the neighborhood, the BAC would like to
acknowledge the gifts that Mike has shared. Since 2009, when he joined the
board, Mike has been involved in the following:
-Board Chair: 2010-2014, Webmaster: 2010-2019;
-Worked on the Train Noise Issue: 2007
-Contacted the City getting permits for the Ice Cream Social and
helped with the Neighborhood Cleanup: 2010-2019;
-Received $2044 grant for Mural on the pedestrian bridge: 2011;
-Worked on establishing our community garden: 2011-2012;
-Set up the Fred Meyer Community Partners involvement: 2014.
Mike still plans to be involved in the different BAC activities and continue delivering this newsletter.
THANK YOU MIKE! SEE YOU AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD!
Brooklyn Neighborhood News is published bi-monthly by the BAC. To contact the Brooklyn News, call the
HelpLine 971-222-9454 or email the newsletter at brooknews@brooklyn-neighborhood.org
Community announcements, local events and press releases are accepted on a space available basis. Closing date
for the newsletter is on the 15th of even-numbered months. This newsletter is edited and designed by Marie Phillippi.

BUSINESS FOCUS
COCO DONUTS
4790 SE Milwaukie Ave.
brooklyn@cocodonuts.com
Hours: 7am - 2pm, 7 Days a week
Three years ago, Coco Donuts opened
its doors on Milwaukie Avenue in the
Brooklyn Neighborhood. Because of the
pandemic, they had to close for several
weeks but now with safety measures installed, they are again open for business.
The coupon featured is good for one
free donut. Enjoy!
Ian, Aaron and Bryce

WELCOME BACK!

ENTHEA TEAHOUSE
3533 SE Milwaukie Ave.
entheateahouse@gmail.com
Open: Wednesday-Sunday, Noon - 8pm
Enthea Teahouse, now open in the Brooklyn Neighborhood, offers handmade teas from many different countries as well as sit down service evoking
the old tea houses across the world. The owner, Steve Odell, travels to China
every spring and has built family style relationships with the farmers there.
The teahouse offers 150 varieties of handmade teas, (no machines, no factories) and all the tea-wear is from local artisans.
Steve’s intention is to provide a welcoming setting in his 120 year old Victorian house that can be a hub for tea culture education in the Pacific Northwest. The backyard is also set up now to accomodate visitors.
WELCOME TO BROOKLYN!

Steve Odell

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Please report any illegal campers, suspicious activity, etc. in the neighborhood. ALWAYS call 911 to report
criminal activity occurring NOW, that may cause physical harm or property may be seriously damaged.
Police Non-emergency 503/823-3333 for criminal or suspicious activity
Central Precinct 503/823-0097 Open 24 hours
Crime Prevention Coordinator: Sarah Berkemeier, 503-823-4098
Noise Control Office: 503-823-7350
Traffic Managment: 503-823-7233 for all neighborhood traffic concerns
Parking Enforcement: 503-823-5195 for blocked driveways or vehicles parked illegally on the street
Report Abandoned Vehicles: 503-823-6814
FOR MISCELLANEOUS RESOURCE INFORMATION: 503-823-4000

Specialists in German Car Auto Service, Repair and Restoration

Ed & Phyllis Thiemann

PH AR M AC Y

3131 SE Milwaukie Ave.
Portland, OR 97202
www.brooklynpharmacyrx.com

503-234-3488

1280 SE HOLGATE BLVD.
503-505-9112
hello@brooklynyardvet.com
HOURS:
8AM-6PM (M, T, TH, F)
9AM-2PM (SATURDAY)
CLOSED WED & SUN

588

for a free estimate.
w.orechimney.com
GUARANTEED

WELLNESS, ACUPUNCTURE & URGENT CARE
APPOINTMENTS
FEAR FREE CERTIFIED

ured • CCB #152506

Oregon Chimney
Cleaning & Repair

CHIMNEYS • FIREPLACE MASONRY
WOODSTOVES • PLUS MUCH MORE!

606889.051817

FREE ESTIMATES 503-231-2588
WWW.ORECHIMNEY.COM

SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS SINCE 1979
ALL WORK GUARANTEED
LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED CCB#152506

BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE @
brooklynyardvet.com

