
Brooklyn
NEIGHBORHOODNEWS

November/December, 2021

Brooklyn Neighborhood Joins
Central Eastside Railroad Petition

Have you tried to drive back home, only to get really
stuck in the block after SE Division on 11th,
sometimes for hours on end, looking at idling locomo-
tives? Even our Representative Earl Blumenauer got
caught in traffic there.

Have you tried to drive north on SE 12th Avenue and
ended up sitting at the railroad intersection? And then
you turn around after a while to take Grand Avenue into
town instead.

These long blockages by Union Pacific:
-impose major safety risks
-slow commuter times for all modes of
transportation
-hinder economic development and generate in-

creased carbon emissions (and tons of diesel
particulate matter which penetrates lungs!) from the
idling.

Your neighborhood association, Brooklyn Action Corps,
is demanding that the Portland Bureau of Transportation
address these issues surrounding the blocking of these im-
portant access intersections into and from our neighbor-
hood.

Wednesday, November 17, 2021

Virtual Meeting at 7 pm
(go to the Brooklyn Neighborhood

website for a link to the meeting)

Check out the Brooklyn website
brooklyn-neighborhood.org

for the link to the meeting and this newsletter
in full color as well as the latest updates.

Agenda

Brooklyn Neighborhood
General Meeting

Freight transportation is a major component of Portland’s
economy. Now a major infrastructure bill is making its way
through Congress. Railroad improvements represent an im-

portant move towards more sustainable freight transportation. Rail line track improvements, including an overpass,
are being considered in Portland. The only way to leverage federal funding is by getting the backing of our City’s
transportation provider (PBOT).

Let’s get to a 1,000 signatures!
Go to change.org and search for Central Eastside, and sign the petition (direct link is below):

https://www.change.org/p/portland-bureau-of-transportation-central-eastside-railroad-petition-
562ee657-602e-4bd0-9c29-87e4766445b8

Bylaws Review
Land Use & Railroad Updates

Neighborhood Issues

by Jone van Rees





BAC Board Meeting
Wednesday, December 8, 2021

Virtual Meeting, 7 pm

Neighborhood General Meeting
Wednesday, November 17, 2021

Virtual Meeting, 7 pm

BAC Board Meeting
Wednesday, November 10, 2021

Virtual Meeting, 7 pm

Calendar of Events

Brooklyn Neighborhood News
is published bi-monthly by the BAC. To contact the Brook-
lyn News, email the newsletter at brooknews@brooklyn-
neighborhood.org

Community announcements, local events and press releases
are accepted on a space available basis. Closing date for the
newsletter is on the 15th of even-numbered months.
This newsletter is designed and edited by Marie Phillippi.

In these days, we are living in our beloved Portland and Brooklyn, and we
are all looking for ways to feel a little more grounded, connected and secure.
Knowing some of your close neighbors can be a way to make that happen in
your life! Many people have made lifelong friends of old neighbors, and
Brooklyn has such great people to get to know.

A challenge we’ve made as a committee is to meet and get to know
8-12 neighbors in the nearby vicinity of our homes. For some people that’s
easy, for many it’s a bit of a stretch to reach out to strangers, especially if you
have been neighbors for a while and have never met.

Community Connections Committee
Brooklyn, “Meet Your Neighbors” Challenge:

Holiday Ideas by David Ward

While taking precautions for COVID, there are still opportunities — especially if you are already acquainted and just
need to get to know them better. With the Holidays coming up, one way to break the ice is to revive the traditions of
taking neighbors some gifts or treats. There’s time to brush up on cooking and baking skills, or some crafts; maybe
some holiday popcorn or treats left on their porch.

The BAC would like to wish you and yours a Happy Holiday season, filled with peace and joy.

On September 13th, the BAC hosted an Oregon Humanities Conversation Project with facilitator and modera-
tor, Paul Susi. We share our appreciation with our community members who participated in this important conver-
sation. Due to space limitations, we are sharing an excerpt from our recap. To check out the full write up, please visit
the neighborhood website.

“Consistent themes from our group is that home means: a place that is safe, has accessible hygiene and water, secure,
dependable, familiar, healthy and a place to build relationships and share space with family. Another theme neighbors may
be familiar with is not knowing who to call or alternatives to the police when someone around us is experiencing a
crisis or behaving in a way that is frightening to us. We also recognized that many of us are approaching interactions
with someone who may be houseless, experiencing mental health crises, etc. from different backgrounds that are
informed by different lived experiences and privileges such as racial identity and gender identity.”

The Oregon Department of Justice also has a new trauma informed non-emergency bias response hotline for
those who have witnessed a hate or bias incident: 1-844-924-2427

Recap: Housing & Belonging Discussion

November is Native American Heritage Month
We acknowledge the Indigenous lands we are on and the many Indigenous peoples who made their homes here since

time immemorial. Indigenous cultures, including Native American, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian communities,
still exist today despite intentional efforts of assimilation and erasure by white supremacy and settler colonialist systems and
ideologies.

This November we share an excerpt of one of Elizabeth Woody’s poems, “Girlfriend.” Elizabeth Woody is a Navajo,
Yakama, Wasco woman and an enrolled tribal member of the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs. She has a Master’s
degree from Portland State, and in 2016, she became the first Native American/Indigenous Oregon poet laureate.

We hope that you are able to participate intentionally as it makes sense for your identity throughout November and
encourage you to read Elizabeth’s lovely poem in its entirety. A friendly reminder to support Indigenous organizations,
artists, peoples, tribes, and businesses throughout the year.

To learn more about Indigenous lands, treaties, and languages visit: native-land.ca

by Kimberléa Ruffu

“Filled with old lovers, in the clutch of the chair, you are a bloom of uncombed hair. With a collection
of roses, bowls of mashed petals, I make a clear cup of sky. Fold away clouds. Roll up blankets of blue.
I am a body of empty husks. Indian corn is in your hair, the tassels, the pollen, fertility…”



Portland Marathon Runs Through Brooklyn

Neighborhood Clean Up Day – Sept. 29th
The BAC Board wants to send out a big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who

participated in the Neighborhood Cleanup, helping AND bringing your
junk! Thank you to Melaney Dittler, Realtor, for her sponsorship and to
Mark Romanaggi for his donation. We couldn't have had the event with-
out their generosity and financial support. In the end, we cleared $794.30
for the Brooklyn neighborhood!

What a great fundraiser for the community!
Thank you to all our volunteers! Board Members: Melaney, Josh, Stuart,

Kimberléa, John K, Guy, Jone, David and Marie as well as neighbors: Hans,
Cheryl, John W, Tim, Carol, April and Mark. Couldn’t have done it without you!

Special thanks to Rose City Coffee and CoCo Donuts for their
donations to the event and D&H Flagging for donating cones
to mark off the street. Even FOBP gained about $225 in re-
deemable bottles and cans towards their Bottle Drop fundraiser.

It is so nice to finally have a neighborhood event in person
where we can all work together and have lots of fun. We really
miss these days and look forward to more events like this in the
future! Our team is so wonderful when we can all use our indi-
vidual strengths for a good cause! Today was a testimony to the
fact we are ALL so needed in this neighborhood and we can

really make good things happen when we work together!

For the second time in the 49 year history of the Portland Marathon, the route wound its
way through the streets of Brooklyn where they were lined with well wishers and signs.

Brooklynites are making this a tradition with get togethers,
free beers offered to runners at the top of Franklin hill and
music performances for most of the morning, thanks to orga-
nizer Ed Rosney.

Thanks to all of the volunteers who got up very early on a
Sunday to play music, install ‘cheer’ signs and the dedicated
group from Friends of Brooklyn Park, passing out refreshments
to the runners.

At the publishing time of this newsletter, we have no word yet as to whether Brooklyn
was able to defend our title in the neighborhood ‘cheer’ challenge.

by Cheryl Crowe

It was another great summer for our youth and community, even with the COVID challenges.
We would like to thank our Park Program Staff, Local Businesses, the Brooklyn Community, our
PDX Marathon aid station volunteers, Brooklyn Action Corps (BAC), Southeast Uplift, and
Portland Parks Foundation for their support in making this happen. Thank You, thank you!!!

SAVE-THE-DATE: Thursday, February 24th for our Online Auction and Gala. More information
will be available soon at www.friendsofbrooklynpark.org and on our Social Media Channels.

Friends of Brooklyn Park Thank You
Save-The-Date
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by Eric Wheeler
In the first few decades of the 20th century, if you made a phone call, you spoke

to an operator who said ‘number please’ when you picked up the receiver. That
kind of hands-on technology required buildings to house the dozens of operators
needed to make the system work. There was also a need for switching equipment
that was heavy and took up a lot of space.

Two-story telephone exchange buildings
built by Pacific Telephone and Telegraph
popped up all over Portland, including one
in the Brooklyn neighborhood on the NE

corner of 15th and Holgate. The historic photo shows an elegant neo-Classical
telephone exchange building that served the Brooklyn neighborhood and neigh-
borhoods to the south and east. Reportedly, Hollywood screen star Clark Gable
worked here as a telephone operator in his early years.

Sadly, today the venerable exchange building is but a shadow of its former
self. (See photo on the right). Is there an angel out there who could restore
and repurpose this unique reminder of telecommunication in Portland one hundred years ago?

Out and About in Brooklyn

Brooklyn Historic Plaques
Have you admired the Brooklyn historical plaques on homes and businesses through-

out the neighborhood and would like one of your own? Now you can!
The plaques are identical in design and color to those already in existence, except for

the date, a custom script if desired, and a new coating. Plaques are $32 each.
Ordering details are online at brooklyn-neighborhood.org/historic-plaques.
Questions? Contact treasurer@brooklyn-neighborhood.org

Adopt a Block in Brooklyn
Have you noticed cleaner sidewalks? Less litter? Then thank a Brooklyn Adopt a Blocker.

Volunteers are picking up litter at least once a month on their block/blocks, or choosing a specific area to work, and all
this makes a difference. You too can join the effort!

Several blocks are missing an adopter:
7th to McLoughlin – Powell/ Haig Franklin to Rhone – 9th /10th
Bush to Rhone – Milwaukie/11th Center to Boise – Milwaukie/15th

Thanks to our newest adopter, Michael Keep, the Powell Underpass is being kept clean. If you have space in your
business dumpster near 20th , Michael would love to have a bigger place to toss that underpass garbage. Any questions,
or to join, please contact Kathy Orton at kt_orton@hotmail.com

New Business in Brooklyn

Does anyone have a space in your business, school, church or home to store all the BAC and Brooklyn Historical
documents? Ideally, it would be a permanent spot, accessible to Brooklyn residents. It includes a 3 drawer file cabinet,
7 ‘bankers’ boxes and 2 boxes of Brooklyn maps? If so, we would love to talk to you!

Contact the BAC Board: board@brooklyn-neighborhood.org or Kathy Orton: kt_orton@hotmail.com

Needed: A Space for Brooklyn Historical Documents

Have you recently checked out our ad pages in this newsletter and supported them? You will notice that we have a
new pizzeria just opened in Brooklyn! They are located on Milwaukie Ave. and open Tuesday through Saturday.

WELCOME TO BROOKLYN!



Ed & Phyllis Thiemann

Specialists in German Car Auto Service, Repair and Restoration

P H A R M A C Y

3131 SE Milwaukie Ave.
Portland, OR 97202

P  (503) 234 - 3488
F  (503) 235 - 0373

brooklynpharmacyrx.com
@brooklynpharmacyrx

3131 SE Milwaukie Ave.
Portland, OR 97202

www.brooklynpharmacyrx.com 503-234-3488

  

Your LGBTQ+ 
affirming 

counseling clinic
503-765-5733 

learn more @ fullspectrum.gay
 

now in the Brooklyn neighborhood!
by appointment only at 1219 SE Lafayette St. 



1280 SE HOLGATE BLVD.
503-505-9112

 

HOURS:
8AM-6PM (M, T, TH, F)
9AM-2PM (SATURDAY)

CLOSED WED & SUN

BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE @
brooklynyardvet.com

WELLNESS, ACUPUNCTURE & URGENT CARE 
APPOINTMENTS

FEAR FREE CERTIFIED 

hello@brooklynyardvet.com

Call today 503-231-2588 for a free estimate.
Visit our website: www.orechimney.com

ALL OUR WORK IS GUARANTEED 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured • CCB #152506

FREE ESTIMATES 503-231-2588
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SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS SINCE 1979
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

LICENSED, BONDED, INSURED CCB#152506

Oregon Chimney
Cleaning & Repair

CHIMNEYS • FIREPLACE MASONRY
WOODSTOVES • PLUS MUCH MORE!


